Proposed Dodge County & City of Fremont Joint Law Enforcement Center
Corner of 29th Street & Lincoln Avenue

This is part five of an eight-part series to provide information in regards to the proposed Joint Law Enforcement Center.
The entire series can be found on the City of Fremont’s website: http://www.fremontne.gov/826/Joint-Law-EnforcementCenter

WHAT WILL THE JOINT LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER COST?
The Dodge County Supervisors unanimously approved spending no more than $7.783 million for their portion of the new
building. Likewise, the Fremont Mayor and City Council voted unanimously to spend up to $10.317 million for the City’s
portion. The 911 Communications Center is a joint expense shared by the Sheriff and Police Departments, so its cost is
included in these numbers.

WHAT WILL THE JOINT CENTER COST TAXPAYERS?
PROPERTY OWNERS INSIDE FREMONT: If you own property inside the City of Fremont, you pay City and County property
taxes. The taxes for the average property owner inside Fremont would be $79 per year ($60 in City tax and $19 in County
tax) or $6.58 per month. This is based on an average property valuation of $150,000 and the bonds for the center being
spread across 15 years at a 2% interest rate.
PROPERTY OWNERS OUTSIDE FREMONT: If you own property outside of Fremont, you pay County property taxes. The taxes
for the same property valued at $150,000 would be $19 per year or $1.58 per month. Again, this is based on the bonds for
the center being spread across 15 years at a 2% interest rate.
If the bonds are spread across 20 years (at a 2% interest rate), instead of 15 years, the cost to property owners inside
Fremont would be $62 per year and $15 per year for property owners outside Fremont. The decision of whether to issue
15- or 20-year bonds will be made separately by the County Supervisors and City Mayor and City Council.

WOULD REMODELING THE CURRENT BUILDINGS COST LESS?
No, remodeling the existing buildings would cost the County and the City more money, plus the proposed joint law
enforcement center has over 10,000 square feet of shared space. So, rather than 53,316 square feet, split between two
separate facilities, the proposed facility is only 42,980 square feet. This reduction in square footage translates to an
estimated savings of approximately $3.5 million.
A joint law enforcement center also offers significant savings in sharing the heating and cooling system, a security system,
parking lot, K-9 kennels, training and locker rooms, and phone system. These savings translate into savings in both upfront
construction costs and long-term maintenance costs.

Questions? Email us: publiccomments@fremontne.gov

Call us: Lt. Shane Wimer 402-727-2630, Deputy Brie Frank 402-727-2700
*Disclaimer: This is not an endorsement nor a solicitation for a Joint Law Enforcement Center. This is being provided for educational purposes only.

WILL IT COST LESS TO BUILD NOW OR LATER?
Initially, it was proposed to build a joint law enforcement center in phases with the Fremont Police Department and 911
Communications Center being built first and then the Sheriff’s Department several years later. However, when Dodge
County looked at today’s construction costs versus tomorrow’s costs, the Supervisors decided it would be less costly to
construct a joint building today. Thus, it is proposed to construct a joint law enforcement center for the Sheriff and Police
Departments, as well as the 911 Communication Center at the same time if the bond issues are approved.
In addition, construction costs typically increase by 3% to 5% per year, so waiting will only increase the cost of building in
the future. Again, the County Supervisors and Fremont Mayor and City Council decided the need for a new facility will not
go away, so they voted unanimously to ask voters to approve bond language to build a new Joint Law Enforcement Center.

The proposed new facility will house the Dodge County Sheriff’s Department, Fremont Police Department, and the 911
Communications Center.

Talk Shop with a Cop: Every week
in October from 5:00 p.m. – 6:00
p.m. at:
Tuesdays at Hy-Vee
Wednesdays at Menards
Thursdays at Hy-Vee
Questions and Answers:

Other Public Events:
October 11, 2020, 8 a.m.-12:00 noon
Fremont Rural Fire Dept. Pancake Feed
110 Boulevard Street, Fremont

October 22, 2020, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Fremont City Auditorium
Community Room
925 N. Broad Street, Fremont

October 15, 2020, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
North Bend Fire Hall
140 W. 7th Street, North Bend

Q: Why must Fremont voters consider two ballot questions?
A: Fremont voters will vote on a County and a City ballot question because they live both in the County and in the City.
Voters outside Fremont will only vote on the County ballot question.
Q: If the City and the County would consider bond issues to remodel or build separate law enforcement buildings, would
Fremont voters still be asked to vote on two ballot questions?
A: Yes, constructing two separate facilities doesn’t change the fact that Fremont voters live in both the County and the City,
so they would be required to vote on bond issues for a new County building and a new City building.
Q: Why build a new facility? Can the existing Police Department building be renovated?
A: The Fremont Police Department is housed in a 60-year-old building that was originally designed as offices for the
Department of Utilities. The major components of the building are failing: roof, windows, HVAC system, electrical
and plumbing. These items are replaceable but replacing these components still does not meet the needs of the
Department and the building remains land-locked, leaving no room for future growth.
Q: What current City bond debt affects my property taxes?
A: Total City bond debt is $1.88 million for the Splash Station. Bonds that have been approved but not issued are $2 million
for the City Auditorium.
Q: How much general obligation bond debt do other similarly-sized cities in Nebraska have?
A: Here are the populations and bond debt from other Nebraska cities: Columbus – 23,468 - $18,655,000; North Platte –
23,659 - $19,870,000; Norfolk – 24,449 - $14,168,543; Hastings – 24,692 - $3,845,000; Fremont – 26,383 - $1,880,000;
and Kearney – 33,867 - $31,085,000.

Questions? Email us: publiccomments@fremontne.gov

Call us: Lt. Shane Wimer 402-727-2630, Deputy Brie Frank 402-727-2700
*Disclaimer: This is not an endorsement nor a solicitation for a Joint Law Enforcement Center. This is being provided for educational purposes only.

